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KEY TRANSPORT AND TRADE RELATED REGULATIONS AND INSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS THAT CURRENTLY 
MANDATE PAPER DOCUMENTS - SUMMARY FOR MEMBER ECONOMIES 

Member Economy Australia Canada Hong 
Kong, 
China 

Japan Republic 
of Korea 

Mexico New 
Zealand 

Republic 
of the 
Phillipines 

Singapore Chinese 
Taipei 

Thailand USA Indonesia People's 
Republic 
of China 

Viet 
Nam8) 
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Bill of Lading No Yes Yes 1) Yes Yes Yes 1) No Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes   Yes 1) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Waybill No 4) No  Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No op No No No No No6) 4)6)   Yes 1) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 

Manifest to No No No  Yes Yes Yes 1) No No Yes Yes No No No No No6) No6) No No Yes 1) No No 5) 5) No No Yes No 
Regulatory                               
Authorities                               
Declarations No No Yes 1) Yes Yes No No No No Yes Yes No No Yes 1) No6) No6) No No Yes 1) No No No No No No Yes No 
By Importers                               
Declarations No No Yes 1) Yes Yes No No No No Yes Yes No No Yes 1) No6) No6) No No Yes 1) No No No No No No Yes No 
By Exporters                               
Dangerous 3) 3)   Yes Yes Yes 1) No No Yes Yes No No No No 3) 3)   Yes 1) No No Yes Yes No No Yes No 
Goods Reports                               
Payment Order No No Yes 1)   No No No Yes No No No No  1) No 4) Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes   Yes No 

Remittance No No Yes 1)   No No No Yes No No No No   No 4) No No No Yes No No Yes Yes   No Yes 
Advice                               
Debit Advice No No Yes 1)  Yes No No No Yes No No No No Yes 1) No 4) Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes   Yes No 

Customs 
Clearance 

No No TBA    TBA  No No TBA  No No TBA  Yes No TBA  TBA  TBA  TBA    Yes Yes 

Credit Advice No No Yes   Yes No No No Yes No No No No Yes 1) No 4) Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes   Yes No 
                               
Purchase No No 2)    No No No 4) No No No No Yes  No 4)   No No No No   No No No No 
Order                               
Purchase No No 2)    No No No 4) No No No No Yes  No 4)   No No No No Yes Yes No No No No 
Order                               
Response                               
Invoice No No 2)   Yes No Yes No No No op No No   No6) 4)6)   Yes Yes No No Yes Yes   Yes Yes 
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Forwarding No No n/a    No No No No No op No No   No 4)   No No No No No No No No Yes Yes 
Instruction                               
Stowage No No n/a    No No No No No No No No   No No   No No No No 5) 5) No No Yes Yes 
Instruction                               
Stowage Plan/ No No     No No No No No No No No  No No No   No No No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 
Bay Plan                               
Arrival Notice No No     No No No No Yes Yes No No   No7) No   No No No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 
Advice                               
Delivery Order No No     No No No Yes Yes Yes No No   No No   Yes  No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

 
 
Footnotes: 
 Regs Regulatory requirements exists? 
 Inst Req Institutional Requirements exist? 
 n/a Not applicable. 
 1) Indicates that as regulations require paper documentation, it is not possible to assess institutional acceptance at this stage. 
 2) The regulatory requirements vary between Provinces in Canada. 
 3) No for sea but yes for air (required by International Civil Aviation Authority). 
 4) Depends on the parties involved. 
 5) Optional 
 6) Paper documentation required for the purpose of applying for permits for munitions of war and dangerous goods. 
 7) Paper documentation required for notification of arrival for vessels. 
 8) Indicates that regulatory and institutional requirements for paper documents exist for Notice of Readiness 

 
regulatory or institutional requirements exists? 
 Inst Req  
 
 


